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-Rose Mary is the richest. Sister Helen is probably the
highest achievement of his art. It was written in
1851, and first published in the Dusseldorf Magazine,
then edited and published in Germany by Mary
Howitt. It was issued in boot-form with further
alterations at Oxford in 1857; and this is the rarest,
perhaps, of all Bossettr's publications. Some small
additions were made in 1870, but the 1881 edition
was considerably amplified. Interesting as the ques-
tion, of the additions is, it is not proposed to discuss
them here.1 It will suffice to say that the interpola-
tions are all improvements, though few of them quite
rank with the best of the original stanzas.

The motif of. the poem is that of a woman in a lonely
hill-castle melting the waxen image of her false lover,
and the arrival of his brother, his father, and his
wedded wife to pray for mercy; but she persists in
her task to the dreadful end. The poem is a con-
versation between Helen herself and her little brother,
who is set in the window to watch what may befall,
while the slow agony is in progress.

Each stanza has a refrain, which is slightly varied
in each verse, and which makes the poem peculiarly
difficult to read aloud.

But the deadly hate of Helen burning like a flame,
the madness born of poisoned love, the raging passion
glowing beneath her stony despair, brought out in con-
trast with the innocent talk of the child, who watches
the terrible drama with the unshrinking interest of
childhood, make the poem one of the most exciting,
to use a simple word, that can be conceived; and over

1 They mil , be found carefully collated in Mr. William
Sharp's study, Dante Gabriel Rossetti, p. 359, etc.resting study. In
